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“Triple talaq Bill Opposition
‘outwitted by govt in House

: ¥
Al
RICHA SHARMA @NewDelhi

A day after the triple talag Bill
sailed through the Rajya Sab-
ha, the Opposition parties on
Wednesday claimed they were
kept in the dark by the govern-
ment and their members could
not be informed.

However, some opposition
members conceded that it was
a poor coordination and lack of
serious planning on their part
that saw the contentious Bill

getting passed. Besides some .

parties staging a walkout and
some abstaining from voting,
around 2¢ Opposition MPs
were absent that helped the
governmentget the Bill passed.

'The Congress said no whip

. was issued for party MPs to be
presentin the House guring the
debate and voting on the triple
talaq Bill. According to party
sources, the Congress has
sought explanation from its
missing members. Vivek
Tankha clarified that he was in
Chhattisgarh as he had to ap-
pear in a court related matter
and came to know about the
Billat 10 am Tuesday:

Pointing to the lack of efforts
to devise a joint strategy, some
non-BJP MPs called for intro-
spection ameng oppesition par-
ties. “It is really embarrassing
that the opposition didn’t plan
anything and the accepted the
government’s assurance for a
selectcommittee, Latelisting of
business can't be an excuseand
wish they would have worked
out the floor management bet-
ter,” said a Congress leader.

Some members cited how the

i opposition held meetings and

"
:

Congress leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad and Anand Sharma, BJP MP Rakesh Sinha, TMC

WP Cerek 0'Brfen and others during the Budget Session in New Delhi | sHExHAR vADAY

AIMPLB MAY GO TO COURT

Unhappy with the tripie talag Bill being passed, the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) said |t might challenge the
law in the SC. AIMPLB member and senfor advacate Zafaryab Jilani
said the Bil! had several “laopholes”, The Darul Uloom, Deoband,
urged the President to return the Bill for recansideration.

planned a strategy to take on the
government during the passage
of the Right to Information
(Amendment) Bill last week.

Ghulam Nabt Azad, Leader
of Opposition in the Rajya Sab-
ha, told the Upper House that
the Opposition gave a list of six
Bills to the government for
sending them to the select com-
mittee. The triple talag Bill and
amendment to the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act were
the two non-negotiable ones
cited by the opposition,

“Since we were in the dark,
we could not inform our MPs.
So, my submission to the gov-
crmnent is, on one side, you are

seeking a list from the Opposi-
tion of the Bills to be sent to se-
lect committees. But you don’t
come back; you bring it for pas-
sage and get it passed. You tell
your members to be present
and we remain under the illu-
sion that this Bill is going to be
referred to a select committee,”
Azad told the House.

Another Qpposition leader
said many members don’t
check the list of business and
wait for the hard copy to reach
them at 8 am on the same day.
“This could be one of the rea-
sons that many members didn't
know that the Bill has been list-
ed.” said the leader. /



